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We are thrilled to welcome you to our third show for CentreStage Rolleston, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. 
Since beginning in 2018 we have been dedicated to bringing together a community of like-minded people to deliver quality theatre to the Selwyn District.  Our first show, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat followed by our first kids show Peter Pan Jr were more successful than we could have imagined. We have had a lot of fun and continue to learn a lot on this journey.  Our 2020 program is already in the planning with Godspell to open in May, a comedy play in July and another youth show in October. Full details will be announced nearer the time. Keep an eye on our website or Facebook page for details. A show of this scale is not possible without the hard work and commitment of many people. We would like to thank everyone who has been involved behind the scenes and on stage and for the long hours they have given in order to bring this beautiful and timeless story to you.

 We are so excited that you could be with us to share inthe magic, thank you for your support.

Back Row (Left to Right) Caelan Thomas, Glen Clark, Phil DeanFront Row (Left to Right) Carla Weber, Claire Clark, Courtney Hyde



Once Upon a Time in a faraway land, a young prince lived  in a shining 

castle. Although he had everything his heart desired, the Prince was 

spoiled, selfish and unkind.

But then, one winter’s night, an old beggar woman came to the castle and offered 

him a single rose in return for shelter from the bitter cold. Repulsed by her 

haggard appearance, the Prince sneered at the gift and turned the old woman 

away. But she warned him not to be deceived by appearances for beauty is found 

within. And when he dismissed her again, the old woman’s ugliness melted away 

to reveal… a beautiful Enchantress.

The Prince tried to apologise, but it was too late.  For she had seen that there was 

no love in his heart. As punishment, she transformed him into a hideous Beast 

and placed a powerful spell on the castle and all who lived there.

Ashamed of his monstrous form, the Beast concealed himself inside his castle 

with a Magic Mirror as his only window to the outside world. The rose she had 

offered was truly an enchanted rose, which would bloom for many years.  If he 

could learn to love another and earn their love in return by the time the last petal 

fell, then the spell would be broken.  If not… he would be doomed to remain a 

Beast for all time.

As the years passed, he fell into despair and lost all hope. For who could ever learn 

to love a Beast…?

Act 1
Years later, a young woman named Belle makes her way into town. The townspeople 

note her unparalleled beauty but find her odd (“Belle”). Belle has also attracted the 

attentions of Gaston, a handsome, conceited hunter with a big ego.  Belle questions 

her father, Maurice, an eccentric inventor, about her not fitting in. He assures Belle 

that she is anything but strange and he will always love her (“No Matter What”). 

Then Maurice puts on a scarf knitted by Belle and heads off to an invention fair 

with his latest invention.

In the woods, Maurice becomes lost when a pack of wolves attack him; he finds 

his way to a mysterious castle and enters. The enchanted servants (Lumière, 

Cogsworth and Mrs. Potts) welcome him, but the castle’s master, a horrid Beast, 

arrives and orders Maurice to be locked away for trespassing.

Back in town Gaston proposes to Belle, which she politely rejects (“Me”). Gaston’s 

sidekick, LeFou, returns from the woods in a familiar scarf. Belle realizes her father 

is in danger and goes to look for him. She finds her father locked away in a dungeon 

at the castle and tells the Beast that she will take her father’s place as his prisoner.  

Belle is given a guest room and ordered by the Beast to join him for dinner but she 

declines and stays in her room, mourning her situation (“Is this Home?”).

Back in town, LeFou and the patrons attempt to cheer up the depressed Gaston 

(“Gaston”). Back at the castle, Belle remains in her room while the Beast sulks in his 

quarters, noting his fate should the spell not break (“How Long Must This Go On?”). 

Eventually Belle becomes hungry and ventures into the kitchen where the servants 

offer her dinner despite their master’s orders (“Be Our Guest”).

After dinner, Cogsworth and Lumière offer Belle a tour of the castle, her curiosity 

leading her to enter the forbidden West Wing. Mesmerised by a mysterious rose 

floating in a bell jar, she reaches out to touch it,  but the Beast stops her and in a rage, 

orders her to get out.  Belle flees the castle fearing for her life. The Beast realises he will 

be a monster forever if he cannot learn to love her (“If I Can’t Love Her”).

Act 2
In the woods, Belle is attacked by wolves, the Beast rescues her but he is injured 

during the fight and Belle helps him back to the castle. The Beast thanks her for her 

kindness and thus their friendship is born. Wanting to give her a thank-you gift, 

the Beast gives Belle his huge library. The servants note a change in Belle and the 

Beast’s relationship (“Something There”). They express their hope of being human 

once more (“Human Again”).

Back in the village, Gaston meets with the asylum owner Monsieur D’Arque. They 

plan to lock Maurice away to blackmail Belle into marrying Gaston (“Maison des 

Lunes”). In the castle, the Beast and Belle attend a lovely dinner and personal ball 

where they dance together in the ballroom (“Beauty and the Beast”). Belle tells the 

Beast that she misses her father. Through the magic mirror, Belle discovers that her 

Father has collapsed in the woods. The Beast allows Belle to leave in order to save him.

Belle finds her father and brings him back to their house in the village. explaining the 

transformation she has gone through while with the Beast (“A Change in Me”). A mob 

arrives, led by Gaston,  to take Maurice to the asylum. Belle proves her father’s sanity 

by showing the townspeople the Beast is real using the Magic Mirror. Realising that 

Belle loves the Beast, Gaston has her thrown into the basement with her father. He 

rallies the villagers to follow him to the castle to slay the Beast (“Mob Song”).

At the castle, the Beast’s servants fend off the villagers. Gaston attacks the Beast in his 

tower, who is too heartbroken to fight back, but upon seeing Belle’s return, he defeats 

Gaston, but spares his life. The Beast and Belle are reunited but Gaston returns and 

plunges his dagger into the Beast’s back but falls to his death.

The Beast dies in Belle’s arms as the last petal falls.  Tearfully, Belle professes her love 

to the Beast, breaking the spell, reviving the Beast and restoring his human form 

along with all his servants and his castle.  (“Transformation/Finale”). 

And they lived happily ever after. 

The End
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PrincipalsPrincipalsPrincipals
Shannon-Aimeé Bradley
Originally from London, Shannon-Aimeé has 
worked professionally as a performer in the 
United Kingdom and New Zealand and has 
worked with companies such as: New Zealand 
Opera, Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, 
The Court Theatre and Showbiz Christchurch. 
She also holds a Bachelor of Performing Arts, 
specializing in Musical Theatre, from the 
National Academy of Singing and Dramatic Art 
and a Bachelor of Media Arts with first-class 
honours. She now continues her studies with 
Ravil Atlas, with whom she completed her TOSCA 
(Teachers of Singing Certification Award) Certificate. 
Shannon-Aimeé has thoroughly enjoyed being part of this 
show and will cherish the experience for years to come.

Belle

Alex Mohi 
This is Alex’s first performance with CentreStage 
Rolleston and is thrilled to be playing his first major 
lead role as ‘Beast’, although dabbling in growls 
and roars has been an interesting challenge 
for him!  Alex has been very busy this year with 
becoming a father to his beautiful daughter 
Florence, plus performing with the Kirwee 
Players playing the role of Motel in ‘Fiddler on the 
Roof’  where Florence even made an appearance on 
stage! Alex thanks his amazing supportive wife Lisa 
for allowing him to commit time to this show.

Beast

Hamish Mills
Hamish has been involved in theatre for most of 
his life, starting from a very young age.   He has 
performed in many Broadway classics, such as 
Chicago, Cats and Oliver Twist.   Having only 
recently moved to Rolleston, Hamish was excited 
to learn of Rolleston’s newly created thespian 
club (Centrestage Rolleston) and couldn’t wait 
for the opportunity to audition for one of their 
shows. Having been chosen for the fun role of 
Gaston has been an absolute treat for Hamish and 
his larger-than-life personality, which he is looking 
forward to sharing with you all.

Gaston

Monsieur
d’Arque

Jeremy Tocker 
This is Jeremy’s first show with CentreStage Rolleston, 
though he is no stranger to the stage. He has worked 
with Kirwee Players performing roles such as Dave 
Bukatinsky (The Full Monty), Bill Sykes (Oliver), 
and Kenickie (Grease), as well as company roles. 
With North Canterbury Musicals, recent roles 
include Simon Stride (Jekyll and Hyde), Harry 
(Company), and Gaston (in his  Beauty and the 
Beast debut). Jeremy was also company member in 
the New Zealand premiere of Rock of Ages (Magnitude 
Productions) and has singing lessons with Heather 
Mitchell-Gladstone QSM. By day, he is a mild mannered 
furniture mover and avid gamer.

Greg Knowles
This is Greg’s second show with Centrestage Rolleston 
and potentially the most life changing - Greg was 
asked to audition because they needed someone 
OLD! Surely the trigger for a mid life crisis!! Greg’s 
theatre experience started a decade or three ago 
in his home town of Fairlie and was rekindled 
a couple of years ago with Kirwee Players, 
playing characters that did not require extensive 
costuming. He has now settled in to playing a 
fully-clothed ‘old’ fella.   Not only is Greg talented 
onstage, he is very talented behind the scenes as well 
and has enjoyed being a member of the team that built 
the stage sets.

Maurice

Craig & Jarod Bingham 

LeFou
Craig & Jarod are super excited to be 

sharing the role of LeFou… Being identical 
twins and both being extremely talented, it was 

really hard to choose between them, so we chose them both! 
In doing this it gave each of them the opportunity to learn and 

develop their onstage skills. But, the question remains… Which 
one will you be watching on the night? Will it be 

Craig or will it be Jarod? Do you think you will 
be able to work it out?? Good luck!



Paul McIntosh
Paul (Macca) was involved in musical theatre at 
High School, but left the stage during his late 
teens. He has always enjoyed singing and being 
the centre of attention, but never at the same 
time. Macca refound his voice and love for 
performing as a founding member of the very 
popular and sought after, Selwyn Community 
Choir. Macca always wanted to return to 
musical theatre and played the role of Zebulun 
in CentreStage Rolleston’s premiere show, ‘Joseph 
& the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ in 2018. He’s 
found his happy place on stage, and Macca would like to 
thank his family for giving him the time to express himself.

Oscar Stove 
Oscar is passionate about musical theatre and has been 
involved in many other productions including ‘Annie 
Jnr’ and ‘Shrek Jnr’ with Kirwee Players. He was 
a soloist in Showbiz’s 2018 ‘Broadway Hitmen’ 
production, an ensemble member with Ali 
Harper in her ‘Christmas Joy’ concerts, as well 
as ensemble singing at the 2018 NZ Hi-Tech 
Business Awards and he is also a member of 
the Christchurch Boys Choir.  Oscar is a Year 
6 at Medbury School where he’s a Senior 
Chorister and plays the trumpet in the school 
jazz band, plus for the past 3 years the overall 
winner of the school Speech and Drama Award. 
Oscar has been selected to participate in the 2021 Kiwi 
All-Stars USA performance tour where he will perform in 
New York, the World Junior Theatre Festival in Atlanta and 
the Disney Performing Arts Programme. 

Chip

Cogsworth

Madame
de la Grande 

Bouche

Shannon Peck  
Shannon gained a Bachelor of Performing Arts at 
the National Academy of Singing and Dramatic 
Art (NASDA). She has been involved in musical 
theatre productions for the Taieri Musical 
Society (Dunedin), The Court Theatre, North 
Canterbury Musical Society and Showbiz 
Christchurch. Favourite roles include Maria in 
NCMS’s production of The Sound of Music, and 
Jenny in Company, also for NCMS. She’s sung in 
numerous vocal ensembles, including the Aparima 
Singers, (Dunedin), the Ionian Singers (London, UK) 
and most recently Atlas Voices and the Christchurch 
Symphony Orchestra Symphonic Chorus. Locally, Shannon 
runs her own vocal studio, Yellowstone Vocal Studio and is 
co-director of the Christchurch Girls’ Choir.

Donna Palmer
Donna is absolutely delighted to be playing 
Mrs Potts in this wonderful production. She 
has already had a fun year playing Ruth in 
Elmwood Players’ Calendar Girls and as 
company for Kirwee Players’ Fiddler on the 
Roof. She feels very privileged to be a part of 
this amazingly talented cast, and hopes you’ll 
enjoy the show as much as she has, bringing 
Mrs Potts to life in this ‘tale as old as time.’

Mrs Potts

Emma Price
After having had the time of her life playing the 
Narrator in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat last year, Emma is thrilled to be 
working with Centrestage Rolleston again. 
Some of her other favourite roles have included 
Maggie in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Queenie in 
Blackadder II, Regan in King Lear, and Elaine 
in Arsenic and Old Lace. After receiving an 
ATCL with distinction in acting and 14 years of 
ballet training, Emma decided to run away and 
join a university. She is currently pursuing a MSc in 
neuroscience with intentions of (eventually) getting her PhD.

Babette

Ben Maher
During the day, Ben works as a game designer in 
the CBD, and at night he indulges in his other 
passion: musical theatre. Ben has been active 
in amateur theatre for several years, taking 
the part of various villains in NCM’s “Aida” 
and “Jekyll and Hyde,” as well as crooked 
criminals in Musoc’s “Gypsy” and “Little Shop 
of Horrors.” “Beauty and the Beast” is Ben’s 
first performance with CentreStage Rolleston, 
and he is delighted to be playing one of the good 
guys this time! Bienvenue et merci d’être venu! Lumiere



Laura Dean
From the age of 7, 
Laura has grown up in 
the theatre.  She has 
thoroughly enjoyed 
every show she has 
been involved in since 
then.  One of the standout 
roles for Laura was  performing 
as Grace in Annie Jr.  If she isn’t on stage, she can be 
found in the orchestra pit.  Laura is very excited to 
be working alongside Izzy and Nickie as a Silly Girl 
in this year’s show. 

Nickie Hughes
After performing in Grease, Little Shop of Horrors, Mamma Mia! 
and more, this is Nickie’s first production with CentreStage 
Rolleston.  When Nickie’s not rehearsing, she runs PLAY! 
Drama Workshops - teaching theatre skills to children in the 
Selwyn area.  Nickie would like to thank her partner for all of 
his support, with the show and throughout this entire year!

Izzy Tocker
This is Izzy’s first show with Centrestage Rolleston, but she has 

been performing for over ten years. Past productions include The 

Witches of Eastwick, The Full Monty and Oliver (Kirwee 

Players); Jekyll and Hyde and Chicago (North Canterbury 

Musicals); The Addams Family (Riccarton Players); and the New 

Zealand Premiere of Rock of Ages (Magnitude Productions).
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Phil Dean
Phil has been involved in community 
and professional theatre companies for 
longer that he would like to admit.  From 
the age of 15, when he discovered the 
love of the Arts at school, Phil has been 
involved in all facets of theatre; acting, 
singing, dancing, back stage, lighting and 
sound. Over the last few years he has focused 
on Directing (straight plays and musicals) along 
with Production Management. In Canterbury Phil has 
worked with Kirwee Players, Elmwood Players, Hurunui Theatre Group, NCMS, 
MUSOC and Riccarton Players. After directing CentreStage Rolleston’s very 
successful ‘ Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ last year, he was very 
excited to take on the challenge of ‘Beauty and the Beast’. Outside of theatre, 
Phil and his partner Courtney live in Rolleston with their kids and earlier this 
year they bought ‘Robert Harris’ – so life is very full and definitely never dull!

Anna Randall
Anna has been involved in theatre, dance and music 
for most of her life.   It fills her bucket and makes 
everything seem possible!.   After studying 
teaching and theatre at the University of 
Otago, Anna embarked on a teaching career 
along with writing, directing and producing 
children’s shows.   Anna has been heavily 
involved within the Selwyn Musical Theatre 
scene for the past 5 years, choreographing 
and performing in shows for Kirwee 
Players and CentreStage Rolleston.   She has 
worked in the creative team with Phil Dean 
choreographing shows such as Grease, Oliver, 
The Full Monty, Witches of Eastwick and Joseph & the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  Anna also enjoys working behind the 
scenes as Secretary of Kirwee Players and supporting with Make-up and 
then backstage with Kirwee Junior shows.  In her day job she teaches at 
Russley School and supports students with learning disabilities.

Melody Hoglund
Melody Hogland grew up in South Africa 
where her love for dance started at the 
early age of three.   From this point she 
has enjoyed being both a learner and a 
teacher, exploring many genres of dance 
including Ballet, Jazz, Contemporary, Hip 
Hop and Latin.  Her past experience includes roles as a dancer, 
choreographer and stage support to Patricial Paul School of Dance, 
Salsa rhythm Dance Studio, Dancing like the Starts/Primary 
School programme, Christmas in the Park, Tuhono television 
show and many marketing events for retailers and radio shows. 
Melody is excited to share the choreographer role with her friend 
Anna and be performing in her favourite childhood movie/
musical.   When she is not dancing, she is an Early Childhood 
Teacher, is married to Iva and is a Mum to Jacinta.  She highlights 
that in dance, the aspects that she loves the most is expression 
and the way that music connects emotionally to performers.

Creative Team
Creative Team
Creative Team

ChoreographersDirector
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Emily McCulloch
Emily has been involved in Musical Theatre in Canterbury over 
the last few years in a variety of different ways.  She co-Musical 
Directed MUSOC’s production of ‘Heathers’ (2018) and was in 
the cast of MUSOC’s ‘Footloose’ (2019).  She has also played 
in the Orchestra for ‘Sound of Music’ , ‘Company’, ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’, ‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’ (NCMS), ‘Guys and 
Dolls’, ‘How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying’ 
(MUSOC), ‘Annie’ (Riccarton Players) and ’Sweet Charity’ 
(NASDA). By day, Emily is a Law and Music Student at UC 
and also plays in the Christchurch Youth Orchestra (CYO) and 
sings with the AtlasVoices Choir. She has loved the opportunity 
to work with such an amazing group of people, and is very excited 
to be able to bring the music of ‘Beauty and the Beast’ to life.

Heidi Cooper
Heidi has always had a love for music, learning piano from the 
age of 6 and clarinet from the age of 10.  She was involved in a 
few High School shows, but it wasn’t until she joined MUSOC 
that her love of musicals flourished. She has been in several 
musicals over the last few years – these included: ‘Guys 
and Dolls’, ‘Heathers’, ‘Footloose’ and ‘How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying (MUSOC), ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
and ‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’ (NCMS) and ‘Joseph & the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ (CentreStage Rolleston). 
She is also involved in music groups such as Christchurch 
Youth Orchestra (CYO) and the Chch Girls’ Choir, and in her 
spare time she is a Music and History student at UC. ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ is Heidi’s first time MDing, and she has thoroughly enjoyed 
working with the Cast, Orchestra, Production Team and fellow MD, Emily.

Music Directors
Choreographers

KEYBOARD Heidi Cooper, Kimberley Wood, Caelan Thomas, Deen Coulson;
FLUTE/PICCOLO Jessica Lee;  OBOE/COR ANGLAIS  Malcolm McCulloch;  CLARINET/BASS CLARINET Hillary Bloomer-Law; 
TRUMPET Riley Payne, John McLachlan;  TROMBONE Haydn Randall;  HORN Kate King, Jonas Ting, Sophie Reddecliffe;

VIOLIN Henry Nicholson, Marijke Cooper;  VIOLIN/FLUTE Claudia Crosland;  BASS Mel Ross;
DRUMS Samuel Lane;  PERCUSSION Reuben Painter.

Orchestra



Director: Phil Dean

Choreographers: Anna Randall & Melody Hoglund

Music Directors: Emily McCulloch & Heidi Cooper

Production Manager: Courtney Hyde

Repetiteur: Heidi Cooper

Stage Manager: Byron Hill

Stage Crew: Jo Allan, Grace Hunt, Cameron Knowles, 

Jessica Knowles, Liam Knowles, Hannah Martin,          

Emma Moore, Sam Vallance

Set Construction: Greg Knowles, Rodney Keegan,          

Glen Clark, Phil Dean, Liam Knowles

Set Design: Phil Dean, Glen Clark

Set Painting: Katharine Riley, Bevan Freeman

Wardrobe Manager: Carla Weber

Head of Wardrobe and Costume Design:

Tracey Hollands

Wardrobe Assistants: Shona Cottrell, Marilyn Ollett, 

Marama Prusas, Julia Rose, Annette Begg, Fay Cottrell

Make-up: Jennifer Moulin

Sound: Hamish Heney, Glen Clark, Caelan Thomas

Technical Assistant: Joe Clapp

Lighting: Phil Dean, Andy Simmonds

Props: Glen Clark

Poster & Programme Design: Stew Atkinson

Programme Content: Carla Weber

Photography: Erin Grigson @Art by EG

Marketing: Carla Weber, Courtney Hyde

Ticketing: Courtney Hyde

Front of House Manager: Claire Clark

Front of House Assistants:                   

Courtney Hyde, Marilyn Ollett

Front of House Crew: 

Thanks to friends of

Centrestage Rolleston

Production Team



CentreStage Rolleston are proud to be members 
of Musical Theatre New Zealand and thank them 
for their support

•	 Certified Structural Steel
• Plant design, fabrication & installation
•	 Custom Gates, Bollards & Balustrades
•	 Equipment Repairs
• Truck bins & decks – repair, reskin, new
• Hire – see website for details

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Don Gillanders, Halswell Drama Group, Ian Harding, North Canterbury Musical Society, 

Rolleston Primary School, Showbiz Christchurch, Tom Robertson, Andy Simmonds

Thank  You
to our Supporters…

Team



03 318 8113
15 South Terrace, Darfield 7510
darfieldautomotive@gmail.com
www.darfieldautomotive.co.nz

PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
CENTRE STAGE ROLLESTON

Phone:  03  318  8113
Servicing
WOF’s
Parts
Tyres

Wheel Alignments
Brakes
Diagnostics        
Repairs

Within CentreStage’s Ensemble is Rolleston’s very own

Tom Kingsley
an upcoming singer/song writer.

Having recently released his first single “Suitcase”, Tom has two 

new singles coming soon and is currently working on an EP.

Tom is proud to have performed in all 3 of CentreStage shows and 

is looking forward to being involved in many more.

Available on Spotify, YouTube and other streaming services



 

• International Logistics 
• Express Courier 
• Customs Brokerage 
• Container Unloading & Storage 

 

W: www.anglopacific.co.nz        P: (03) 358 8191         E: darren.stove@anglopacific.co.nz 

 

Photographer Journalist,
Musician

Ph: 027 589 6131
erin@grigson.org

At Art by EG, we want to help you create
memories you can cherish forever.�

From headshots to family to wedding
photography, Art by EG has you covered.

You create the memories, let us capture the moments.

Creative Edge Studio
Learn to sew
things to wear,
use and carry

Shona Cottrell

022 176 4382



www.centrestagerolleston.org.nz

Programme design & artwork by Stew Atkinson 021 134 4740


